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                                       Lights On Afterschool  
                    Funding for a High-Quality Awareness Event
                              October 2026

Request for Event Reimbursement 
Deadline: July 31, 2026
Beyond School Bells at Nebraska Children and Families Foundation is pleased to provide reimbursement to afterschool sites for approved expenses associated with hosting a Lights On Afterschool advocacy and awareness event during the month of October to join the nationwide celebration that recognizes the important role afterschool programs play in supporting youth, families, schools and communities.    
Lights On Afterschool, a project of the Afterschool Alliance, is a nationwide rally, celebrating afterschool programs.  Held annually in October, it highlights how programs keep kids safe, inspire learning and support working families.  Each year, more than 8,000 communities nationwide host events to celebrate their programs and increase awareness. October 22, 2026 is the date for this year’s nationwide Lights On Afterschool celebration, set by Afterschool Alliance, but not all events need to be held on this date.  
Application Information

Lights On Afterschool Event Goals
Your Lights On Afterschool event should support the following goals:
1. Increase Awareness:  Help attendees better understand the important role afterschool and summer learning play in supporting youth, working families, school and communities.  (Examples:  share program successes, highlight student outcomes, increase visibility of your program though community media) 
2. Promote Advocacy:  Build support for afterschool by educating policymakers, school officials and community stakeholders about the value and impact of investing in afterschool programs.  (Examples:  invite elected officials and school board members, encourage youth and families to share stories, or inspire attendees to become champions for afterschool) 
3. Showcase Quality Programming:  Demonstrate the positive impact of your program by highlighting student learning and accomplishments, providing a look at high-quality programming in action (Examples:  student performances, STEM demonstrations, art exhibits, leadership presentations, interactive learning stations or tours)
4. Increase Community Engagement:  Strengthen connections between your program and the broader community by creating opportunities for collaboration, volunteerism and partnerships (Examples:  invite community organizations, local businesses to participate) 
5. Engage Families:  Foster meaningful partnerships with families by creating welcoming opportunities for them to participate in their child’s learning, celebrate achievements, gather family feedback and strengthen relationships (Examples:  parent engagement activities, interactive learning experiences, opportunities for families to provide feedback and celebrate together) 
6. Engage Students:  Demonstrate youth leadership opportunities that includes their voices, ideas and leadership.  (Examples:  serving on the event planning committee, leading demonstrations, presentations, sharing personal stories, facilitating activities) 
Event Funding Outcomes
Funded events should aim to:
· Showcase high-quality afterschool and summer programming
· Celebrate youth achievements
· Strengthen family engagement 
· Increase community awareness
· Build partnerships
· Promote advocacy for sustained investment in afterschool 

Required Components
To receive funding, you must incorporate the following components into your Lights On Afterschool event.  
1. Register Your Event Nationally
Your event must be registered through the Afterschool Alliance, to help amplify Nebraska’s collective message about the importance of afterschool programs. It’s an easy online submission.  Register HERE. 

2. Promote the Value of Afterschool 
Each event should include a brief presentation, welcome or opening remarks that highlights why your program matters, the impact it has on students, and why continued support is important.  Beyond School Bells can provide talking points, slides and other resources to support this portion of the event, if desired. 

3. Showcase Student Learning and High-Quality Programming
Each event should provide opportunities for youth to demonstrate what they have learned or are currently learning in your afterschool program.

4. Engage Community Partners
Invite community organizations or businesses to participate in your event by attending, hosting, providing resources or speaking about their partnership with your program.  

5. Invite Local Leaders
Invite school administrators, school board members, elected officials, state legislators, and other community decision-makers.  This helps build awareness and support for your afterschool program. 

6. Engage Families
Lights On Afterschool is intended to celebrate the entire family, not just students.  Your event should actively encourage parents, guardians, caregivers, and siblings to attend and participate through interactive activities or other experiences

7. Engage Students
Student engagement should go beyond simply attending the event.  Your event should actively involve students in the planning, leading, and participation of the event and provide meaningful opportunities for youth to contribute their ideas and talents. 

8. Share Data
Programs should display or share information from America After 3PM survey and share program-specific data that demonstrates the need for and impact of afterschool programming. Beyond School Bells is able to provide support or resources in this area.


Additional Requirements:  Learning Series and On-Site Visit 
Lights On Afterschool Capacity-Building Learning Series:  
Preferably two, but at least one staff member from your program is required to participate in a three-part virtual Lights On Afterschool Capacity-Building Learning Series.  These one-hour sessions are designed to help programs plan an engaging event, strengthen partnerships, develop advocacy strategies and maximize the impact of Lights On Afterschool. 
Required Learning Series Dates:  Tuesday, August 18, Tuesday, September 15 and Tuesday, October 6 from 12:30-1:30pm  
Participation in all three sessions is expected as part of the funding requirements.  
On-Site Visit from the BSB Evaluation Team 
By accepting this funding, your site agrees to allow a member of the Beyond School Bells evaluation team to attend your event in person. The evaluator will use a short, standardized observation tool to capture elements such as attendance flow, engagement of families and community partners, the presence of policy makers and school leaders, youth involvement and the overall feel of the event.  Information gathered through these observations will be used to evaluate this statewide initiative, identify promising practices and inform future supports and funding opportunities.  
· This is about capturing what's working across the network, not evaluating your site's performance
· BSB will reach out ahead of time to schedule the visit around your event details
· The observer will introduce themselves on arrival and will take a few notes
· Observation notes are combined across sites for statewide reporting; individual sites are not singled out in materials
· For more information about the on-site visit, please contact Jackie with Evaluation Team, jbelcher@nebraskachildren.org
Eligibility
· School-based or community-based afterschool programs
· 21st CCLC Grantees
· Nonprofit organizations providing afterschool programming

Funding Type
· Recipients may receive up to $1,500 through a reimbursement of direct expenses. 
· Payment will be made after submission of an invoice and required supporting documentation for approved expenses no later than December 15, 2026. 
Funding Period
· Recipients will be notified of their selection by email no later than Friday, August 7, 2026.  
· Reimbursement is available for eligible direct expenses incurred between September 1, 2026, and October 31, 2026.   
· The event must be held during the month of October.
Allowable Expenses
· Programs may be reimbursed for event activity supplies, advocacy materials, printing and promotional materials, event decorations, student showcase expenses, food/refreshments, partnership activities

Reporting Requirements
To receive reimbursement, recipients must submit the following within two weeks of their event:
· 2-5 event photos (with appropriate media permissions) 
· A brief narrative report (submitted via Qualtrics, including:
*Date, location, and a short event summary
*Number of attendees (youth, families, and community members, if available)
*Key partners, sponsors, and volunteers involved
*A story or quote that captures the event’s impact
*Any challenges or lessons learned to help strengthen future events. 

Please note:  The narrative report must be completed before expenses can be reimbursed.  

The information you provide helps Beyond School Bells advocate for afterschool funding at the state and national levels and share your community story alongside others across Nebraska.  

Submission of Application and Questions 
· Submit the application by email to Patricia Sanchez-Stewart at psanchezstewart@nebraskachildren.org no later than Friday, July 31, 2026. 
· Questions may be directed to Patricia by email or by phone at 308-325-5438
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