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The Center for Great Plains Studies, with its Great Plains Art Museum, is an interdisciplinary educational and 
cultural hub that cultivates awareness of and engagement with the diverse people, cultures, and natural 
environments of the Great Plains.

CGPS at a Glance

- Est. 1976
- Over 8,500 artworks
- 6 exhibitions every year
- 16 artists-in-residence 

since 2006
- 49 annual Great Plains 

conferences
- 71 lectures since 2013
- 288 fellows across UNL, 

UNK, UNMC, and UNO
- 64 issues of GPR
- 168 issues of GPQ



Molly Murphy Adams (Oglala Lakota, b. 1977)
Relative Position, 2013
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What does this look like for expanded learning opportunities? 
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Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS)
- What’s going on in this 

picture?
- What do you see that makes 

you say that?
- What more can we find?

Mapping bird 
migration

Design a 
wildlife-friendly 
habitat in your 
community

Bird/plant/habitat 
collage project 

Indigenous 
knowledge and 
stewardship of 
small ecosystems 
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Go Beyond



Go Beyond: Afterschool



Kent
Civic 
Nebraska’s 
Environmental 
Playground



Civic NE
Center of Excellence: Environmental Playground:  This project is a partnership 
between Beyond School Bells and Civic Nebraska, earlier version with NET 

Program Goals: using geographically diverse Nebraska after school sites, programs 
will collect and record environmental data and observations 

Student Goals: 1)Students will practice gathering environmental data 2)Students will 
gain experience in environmentalism 3)Students will see a relationship between the 
environment and their city/town/farm 

Outcomes: 1)New training videos 2)Publishable data 3)A positive experience in the 
science of environmentalism 

Method: 3 Sets of Activities; programs choose from each set of activities and can add 
or make changes. We asked that programs do a minimum of one activity per set.



Environmental Civics
1. BioBlitz 

a. What is your habitat? 

b. Weather “Weather Channel” app 

c. Soil testing “Rapitest” 

d. Air quality EPA “AirNow” 

2. Campus Field Work 

a. Plants around your school “Picture This” app 

b. Bugs around your school “Picture Insect” app 

c. What is the human footprint? 

d. Trees – tape measure; apps 

i. Tree Rings Explained

 ii. Tree Rings Explained for lower grades 

iii. Tree Rings Explained for lower grades includes interpreting rings for more than age



Discussion 1



Discussion 2
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