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News & Announcements

Calling All Retired Educators!
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Beyond School Bells, is thrilled to announce a new partnership with Nebraska State Education
Association – Retired teachers division, to recruit former educators to join in the growing movement
to support afterschool and summer programs across the state. 
 
Retired teachers uniquely understand the pivotal role afterschool and summer programs play in
providing youth with additional learning opportunities and crucial support beyond the regular school
day and year. From creating safe, nurturing spaces at the end of the school day to facilitating
hands-on projects, cooking classes, robotics clubs, memorable field trips, and much, much more,
afterschool and summer programs contribute significantly to healthy youth development and
community vitality and are indispensable for Nebraska’s working parents and caregivers.   
 
Yet, staffing shortages in programs across the state pose a challenge, limiting the capacity to
accommodate all youth and families that want to participate.  
 
This is where our partnership with NSEA – Retired Teachers can make a difference. Because of
their decades of classroom experience, retired teachers are ideal candidates to contribute to or
assist in running high quality, locally powered afterschool programs. This is nothing new - retired
teachers have historically played a vital role in program staffing, but due to the impacts of COVID
there's a need to replenish the ranks of retired teachers working in programs across the state. 
 
Excitingly, there is also an emerging trend in Nebraska — the increased involvement of high school
students as staff and club leaders for elementary and middle school programs. Combining the
expertise of retired teachers with the enthusiasm of high school students creates a winning formula
benefiting both the programs and students. Importantly, this experience just might be the gateway
for launching these high school students into a career in education. We all know how important
replenishing the ranks of teachers is!   
 
Here's how we recommend getting started:  
 
If you are or know a retired teacher, we suggest you reach out to an elementary or middle school in



3 of 9

your community to inquire about their afterschool program. Once connected, ask to meet with the
site director and explore their needs or propose a club idea that sparks your passion and ensures
engagement with the youth in the program. Share your availability with the program director and, if
you are interested in mentoring a high school staff member, let them know. Trust us - programs will
be excited to see a fellow educator interested in being a part of their team! 
 
While Beyond School Bells doesn’t operate afterschool or summer programs in communities across
the state (these are all locally run programs) we do have a network of contacts we can connect you
with if you need a place to start. Contact Katie Christensen at kchristensen@nebraskachildren.org if
you would like more information about this opportunity. 

Do You Employ High School Students as Staff in Your Program?
Share Your Experience!

We are compiling feedback from after school programs aka "The Experts" who are already
employing high school students. The results will be compiled and shared at the Innovation
invitational in March. We want to highlight the good work happening and the challenges to help
others who are thinking of building or growing their high school workforce. If you would like to
schedule a zoom call instead of filling out this survey, please email
apearson@nebraskachildren.org.

Complete the Survey!

National Spotlight on Beatrice, NE
Featured by the National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF)

While it is too cold to get outside in Nebraska this week, Afterschool and summer programs are
great places to get youth excited about learning in the great outdoors.  During the 2022-2023 school

https://u3654913.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeaiJ5U-2FAnpVhXvhVTyw9eD5GKbrRztXTGwhDhQG0JTj8BB28dNwvPdpXTdOMwo8D2KwXD-2F95THYd6RZmmBBQVVdFsVmAX54EPBWgY2FVC09Q57MSJNrPo6BU-2B-2BeDF7z4LQK8FPtkAIEBKQNXfCuGhEcjjtMFofnhZpLofBe6btdMHAmFmhnxhhJw0H-2Fu9QUzY7K_KrrSVhJBgdGmoBlePrg-2F6oNrliQYW0VNuKWqiO4SQlwvwv4EUleKJu8YYH4hio74XTxjgD7EHFOlQSsTJN1dIWnnujfHHuM44Aho9YSDEwIEgc7fnlblBygsYkAWT155X4OlVo0Yd3iopHRRCg1cipWA9XqEykPhBvj-2BPFo7yRUExlCQdgOoNYAJdmxfTZN3d8OdjxDPjXmq6vGLhYLLDDGYzCzIsknuSfBpw83L-2FifBYKuhW-2BN7RFCFJDBoEeuNlQhMg2A2MADTfM0TVxEKIBRDrCMzLXviPr-2F9sS6yIlmkJGsbzOfttIgd0N65mPlBk9uVtjekHFFKcIxDmEncu3elcIHVpbjtDHT4Hjeh1QOwFBZTxdFNtAIMYHT5k8Wm1Nql-2BxQpsLarw2fGPFCD0-2FOCtZLQcrELVajdcl1ppMQ-3D
mailto:kchristensen@nebraskachildren.org
mailto:apearson%40nebraskachildren.org
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year, elementary students from the Beatrice Learning After School Time (BLAST) program
participated in the Greening STEM program with US Park Service staff along with partners at
Educational Service Unit #5. They explored the theme of air quality by measuring levels of ozone,
carbon dioxide, particulate matter, and light at different locations in the park, and learned how air
quality factors impact biodiversity. Funded by the National Environmental Education Foundation,
these Beatrice students had a great time learning in the great outdoors. 

See the Highlight Video

Funding Opportunities

Apply for a BSB Leverage Grant Today!

Beyond School Bells is also excited about our new grant program to support afterschool and
summer programming across the state, the BSB Leverage Grants. 
 
BSB Leverage Grants are intended to support Greater Nebraska Afterschool and Summer
programs during the 2024/25 school year and the summer of 2025. The primary goal of this grant is
to help grow and sustain new rural school-based ELO programs. Priority will be given to programs
established in the last five years as well as programs serving high need communities, including
schools with high concentrations of students residing in low-income households or facing other
educational challenges.  
 
The BSB Leverage grant program will be competitive and will provide a select group of ELO
programs with one-year grants that begin at $7,500, with a maximum award of up to $50,000. 
While one-year grants, there is the possibility for additional years of funding in future years if funding
is available. This grant requires local 1:1 leverage of BSB funds, including district contributions,
community partners contributions, and other forms of leverage.  Grant funds can support staffing,
programming costs, parent/family engagement activities, supplies and sustainability work (outreach,
marketing), but should be focused on providing hands on, engaged learning to youth participating in
the program. The BSB Leverage grant will give grantees the ability to design the composition of
their grant based on their local needs and capacity.
 
 Visit our website for more information https://beyondschoolbells.org/projects/

New York Life Foundation Aim High Middle School Grants

Exciting news for Nebraska's middle school afterschool programs! The New York Life Foundation is
offering a unique funding opportunity: “Aim High: Supporting Out-of-School Time Programs Serving
Middle School Youth”. Request for proposals deadline is February 1st, 2024, at 5pm EST. Grants
will begin June of 2024 and end in May of 2025 (one-year) or May of 2026 (two-year). To provide in-
depth insights, the Afterschool Alliance will be hosting an informational webinar on January 11th at 2
p.m. ET. Join the webinar to learn more about the eligibility requirements, expectations, and how
your program can benefit from this funding opportunity.

https://u3654913.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeaiJ5U-2FAnpVhXvhVTyw9dNh-2BfFA5Vzx5Ez-2F-2FRWoOXAoDYvw4Lzgxm3LU0goKDfAtOLhL8yStKdPmUIUtc4LNRT6CLOt4Gk5hV9OXUE7mHA-3DxFJl_KrrSVhJBgdGmoBlePrg-2F6oNrliQYW0VNuKWqiO4SQlwvwv4EUleKJu8YYH4hio74XTxjgD7EHFOlQSsTJN1dIWnnujfHHuM44Aho9YSDEwIEgc7fnlblBygsYkAWT155X4OlVo0Yd3iopHRRCg1cipWA9XqEykPhBvj-2BPFo7yRUExlCQdgOoNYAJdmxfTZN3d8OdjxDPjXmq6vGLhYLLDDGYzCzIsknuSfBpw83L-2FifBYKuhW-2BN7RFCFJDBoEeuNlQhMg2A2MADTfM0TVxEKIJcBMggeLd3YXa-2FBC9BEpWT55Bk1K-2B3B8lm6ZaqjwhnPRsL1M9oyYr5OEyWv0O4CirHCWjpGJYB5-2BbHV3a-2F5Wse63cCKLZwXItbVl4AHOPW9792CHlfv51o9HCp9QVQGJdcYoPRKKB1JU3oowRUcEkI-3D
https://u3654913.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeaiJ5U-2FAnpVhXvhVTyw9ROgV7GSQIaQzosBdpdDJhzhrJfvHm-2BIz-2FsT2nAHRs32hmjclQxaRnpZqCCXyhuFl6eT7XnkqjQ5soVC7YZj5KgOJpVWzHshyW8YFDg4zqkb8L85QdTJVi1e5aPxGqcyxBRYwenP2paB4m1C2OWWajWlVLBqvpGvohXthhH4rJ9K1lorPnklmwyc-2Bzdjc-2BqIsbxJsCOAmjQ-2FGunfvhwLNNOIDQv6X9jZPrgehkq8qCX4MWpwp5VJZLxMdV7koeqYtXTPNddxUCoRlvMyPlEGs3hYqmK3vKD7tkiWvMVdZcm8wFp89YIwGX-2BQhRL-2BmOYYbas-2BX8VfeNE8CUxe27DQPOLYitaWHd7dss66uc-2FRVrsMga-2Bcb-2FRbLQW-2BDgbnqC5hXR7hq1V2hEoElyJeKSMK7dvoyMcML-2FN9-2FJCFDsw6Ufin7eZpJjSpY8z2C6Sr3CJ6GvsR9MXTHsqU0xK1EmIGa8kIbVjrmy-2BVRB7EF9Oorn3jIaWZ4EtrtolEapORZIFJezQ055Zz6AT6ttL7-2BQoyPqcHPQAjSEDwQEs0cdTJi8sfyMxLUqSL7JEb0l1KRAXmSQ-3D-3D8lLr_KrrSVhJBgdGmoBlePrg-2F6oNrliQYW0VNuKWqiO4SQlwvwv4EUleKJu8YYH4hio74XTxjgD7EHFOlQSsTJN1dIWnnujfHHuM44Aho9YSDEwIEgc7fnlblBygsYkAWT155X4OlVo0Yd3iopHRRCg1cipWA9XqEykPhBvj-2BPFo7yRUExlCQdgOoNYAJdmxfTZN3d8OdjxDPjXmq6vGLhYLLDDGYzCzIsknuSfBpw83L-2FifBYKuhW-2BN7RFCFJDBoEeuNlQhMg2A2MADTfM0TVxEKIIMh1XYRt6ssmIHlUDqzWKjSmoyR8TSGub0f3560PpSTOR8L-2Fb9xCkUJLXfzDV9oL-2FF3BjK6bIT-2F-2BOhwRdwb5mSbq-2Ba-2F7qAw-2F3FVjDM8UUfPiZdDy5kPjvuu6T5aAQU675l0peks909D2YFW0ATCyjE-3D
https://u3654913.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeaiJ5U-2FAnpVhXvhVTyw9VkqkELrhstGi07K9KyMk7zv3OUDCbzG4jsSnHNYGemeuUsO4AKJvFeGA7dpmw5m3bNlQ2vqHFDKP-2BxVygFaqM8-3DhHCB_KrrSVhJBgdGmoBlePrg-2F6oNrliQYW0VNuKWqiO4SQlwvwv4EUleKJu8YYH4hio74XTxjgD7EHFOlQSsTJN1dIWnnujfHHuM44Aho9YSDEwIEgc7fnlblBygsYkAWT155X4OlVo0Yd3iopHRRCg1cipWA9XqEykPhBvj-2BPFo7yRUExlCQdgOoNYAJdmxfTZN3d8OdjxDPjXmq6vGLhYLLDDGYzCzIsknuSfBpw83L-2FifBYKuhW-2BN7RFCFJDBoEeuNlQhMg2A2MADTfM0TVxEKIGEKp4-2FcjPC50MQYfeWDuhu5lhmW39Jq-2BiiCBGMfeRPudpBX-2BgCUWt1k3thhc0DBR2cVA6irw-2BHWtJo7P-2Fmeatzl6-2FNn2XzM7N1CuC-2FKj6ItWYIDZATBWPL1U7ZV-2BC-2BTUuIKyrC5XKMH-2F7-2BJdIe6TgQ-3D
https://u3654913.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeaiJ5U-2FAnpVhXvhVTyw9VYkYKlP2H0ARE3Xw3N6rDcGCRmwWfbp-2BRJfFYD5X1QxOxUuNsFT5JaqlF9B2BccTpCFke89bRNwxJGhm8PDnFtNZwxuxiQF-2B5MFU0EjSEDzYvuj-2B42tUexvROF4JL4MLfcRw-2BnSrCoWfy0N13egiMZOqltAe04w-2BfjxQjz-2FFrULbMMmGV26ih7nVAMmxEVDsS4XuqAdG6axDgOUgm0f1xBP5cbB3kK-2Fnii342afmHS98bcpEwBKSQDZXF9K0UYhAsNbdUFY-2BdXPfPE2UtYoMCEkqEwTBZyPq-2FrhzcjX-2FOoCypFmFevDf6a-2F3CoLCo6ZRCBGRB-2FWX1zggQb13i0TvmWd4VdsOWbQ8cVNxBKeBDfCaFFe_KrrSVhJBgdGmoBlePrg-2F6oNrliQYW0VNuKWqiO4SQlwvwv4EUleKJu8YYH4hio74XTxjgD7EHFOlQSsTJN1dIWnnujfHHuM44Aho9YSDEwIEgc7fnlblBygsYkAWT155X4OlVo0Yd3iopHRRCg1cipWA9XqEykPhBvj-2BPFo7yRUExlCQdgOoNYAJdmxfTZN3d8OdjxDPjXmq6vGLhYLLDDGYzCzIsknuSfBpw83L-2FifBYKuhW-2BN7RFCFJDBoEeuNlQhMg2A2MADTfM0TVxEKIJIXeeWzwiwaVSPPRniT9kg-2FPziDEzNNFZ-2F0SW-2B7ygm1evw1sFyDgwYGs-2BNcokB476Nv-2ByIdN5E2VoutEzVeBdEECte-2BNKBNYKD4s0zuIRiZA0wlGb9-2Ff3VW0D2rom1LpIYlVpMfLIzc2yKGwKvi5A8-3D
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Resources and Opportunities

ELO Innovationa Invitational – Going Beyond!
March 5-6, 2024

Offered in partnership with the NE Department of Education and Nebraska Extension, the
Innovation Invitational in Lincoln, NE on March 5-6 will provide opportunities for ELO Stakeholders
across the state to come together, share best practices and challenges as we both plan for the
summer programming season and envision the future for ELO programs in Nebraska.  This free,
two-day event will once again be moderated by Dr. Tony Smith, a national expert in out of school
time programming and full-service community schools and will include presentations by Nebraska
practitioners working to invigorate afterschool and summer programming in their communities. 
 
More information about this can’t miss Networking and skills development opportunity can be found
on our website by clicking the button below.

ELO Innovation Invitational

BSB Sustainability Series Launching January 2024!

https://u3654913.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeaiJ5U-2FAnpVhXvhVTyw9UxyTEtHl0qSGWMb2A92uutzy266YEJuDWn1OQOdrfglSkAjgjASN4wOY6kPYfnk2UjfUsUYtQmPpwpeyhZjl3vLMecHR3NITi7F3uCpcedRcX4U-2FQmxaSe9jnUOxP3FL8jNJ0YRVZPqXaNkKpTSIkU-2BwVo5iUg4soH-2BwSi4eIlzis6j-2Fh3Q3Y8wW52EAa2eBg-3D-3DJ-3Y_KrrSVhJBgdGmoBlePrg-2F6oNrliQYW0VNuKWqiO4SQlwvwv4EUleKJu8YYH4hio74XTxjgD7EHFOlQSsTJN1dIWnnujfHHuM44Aho9YSDEwIEgc7fnlblBygsYkAWT155X4OlVo0Yd3iopHRRCg1cipWA9XqEykPhBvj-2BPFo7yRUExlCQdgOoNYAJdmxfTZN3d8OdjxDPjXmq6vGLhYLLDDGYzCzIsknuSfBpw83L-2FifBYKuhW-2BN7RFCFJDBoEeuNlQhMg2A2MADTfM0TVxEKIOJjg9RaCp4Xy8m-2B3SKkPsrL8vXxmb5x2YMhifQfKJx8pj5w02VIwTbmeUHcpkVsWJWMil4syYouFfHhXBlaQcm5bOj5vzx72iTMIWrBYSABUikOfCCs6UNe2lyU6ha-2Fv2mTEDL2TNNboceDEHrIj34-3D
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Beyond School Bells is excited to launch our newly developed Sustainability Series to help support
afterschool and summer programs in their efforts to build long-term sustainability for their programs.
 Please visit our website to access and view a series of recorded sessions to guide programs in
their sustainability and partnership planning and development. The content is divided into brief,
individual videos created specifically for afterschool program directors/leadership teams.
 Additionally, a series of interactive online "Lunch and Learn" sustainability sessions will be held in
February—please join us at noon on Feb 8th, 22nd, 29th.  Check the website for additional
information about these sessions.

BSB Sustainability Series Page

National Geographic Slingshot Challenge
Last Call!

Last call for National Geographic Slingshot Challenge submissions! The National Geographic
Slingshot Challenge invites students aged 13-18 to submit a 1-minute video describing their
innovative ideas for addressing environmental issues. Entries are due on February 1st 2024, so
don’t wait to sign up, create and submit your videos at National Geographic’s Videos for Change.

https://u3654913.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeaiJ5U-2FAnpVhXvhVTyw9UxyTEtHl0qSGWMb2A92uuv1scwaOGF9yTuy7rDjjtZ823n8DMPw0zdz6uYz53pJjxcURBJPnNyo9ko-2BOZreF-2BHsnOz7K00j-2BZKuEQudGL5DIGJ2_KrrSVhJBgdGmoBlePrg-2F6oNrliQYW0VNuKWqiO4SQlwvwv4EUleKJu8YYH4hio74XTxjgD7EHFOlQSsTJN1dIWnnujfHHuM44Aho9YSDEwIEgc7fnlblBygsYkAWT155X4OlVo0Yd3iopHRRCg1cipWA9XqEykPhBvj-2BPFo7yRUExlCQdgOoNYAJdmxfTZN3d8OdjxDPjXmq6vGLhYLLDDGYzCzIsknuSfBpw83L-2FifBYKuhW-2BN7RFCFJDBoEeuNlQhMg2A2MADTfM0TVxEKIFAxKWn-2FFXIJt1n81JPdN7c0GN8LMMz0qIkQDp91fRnDEFXea9XZ8RBtR5N3ECh-2BgfKwgUSiFv8lZEBfuzaNjufiAau62Y-2BC2CaT1Ra9beONvrd5nJM2QgDKqzfBK9pCWIrySrFJsiOIq8imdRJyJyk-3D
https://u3654913.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeaiJ5U-2FAnpVhXvhVTyw9UxyTEtHl0qSGWMb2A92uuv1scwaOGF9yTuy7rDjjtZ823n8DMPw0zdz6uYz53pJjxcURBJPnNyo9ko-2BOZreF-2BHsnOz7K00j-2BZKuEQudGL5DMerq_KrrSVhJBgdGmoBlePrg-2F6oNrliQYW0VNuKWqiO4SQlwvwv4EUleKJu8YYH4hio74XTxjgD7EHFOlQSsTJN1dIWnnujfHHuM44Aho9YSDEwIEgc7fnlblBygsYkAWT155X4OlVo0Yd3iopHRRCg1cipWA9XqEykPhBvj-2BPFo7yRUExlCQdgOoNYAJdmxfTZN3d8OdjxDPjXmq6vGLhYLLDDGYzCzIsknuSfBpw83L-2FifBYKuhW-2BN7RFCFJDBoEeuNlQhMg2A2MADTfM0TVxEKIHVlcxc3VMWKYuekxq7RQivz9rJv97e9F-2F6duSYQWpBZrAyRuQWA5lcSqEdeAn0QeNuJNAY0j1ODwJDp2TEgasaAMlKBFJ-2B2rf8Zted4a3ogTDwHj6dzaGRm-2BTjcfpAHsr9UuP2WLsUU3-2FJrKhTpWMY-3D
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Winners can earn up to $10,000 in funding.
 
Beyond School Bells is committed to helping any students share their solutions with afterschool and
summer programs in 2024. BSB has pre-existing support for solutions for food systems, energy,
conservation, and many other environmental opportunities. Reach out to Dakota Staggs
(dstaggs@nebraskachildren.org) at Beyond School Bells for support.

Register

Join our TMC Monthly Community of Practice Meetings

Have a TMC in your community? Want to share your experiences and learn from how other
programs are using their TMC lab in their community?
 
Join us on the 2nd Monday of each month at 10:30 AM CT/9:30 AM MT for our TMC Community
of Practice meetings.
 
Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88229459077 
Meeting ID: 882 2945 9077 

Million Girls Moonshot (MGM) January Resources

https://u3654913.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeaiJ5U-2FAnpVhXvhVTyw9ZH1LKE2xp-2BftjSvoBITn86oRoDBTFA4L5WWarqtXqxnqinFlC1p5C8zQZo1JJp3N2o2Dusva7HrvSxvSefOZk3VnzF7fcaiRB2hT0-2FjELEeDi6PQMwxELrZyRV1sRmebTa00RZxesoaL6Vpj40QYqOIL3DfbYb58LalEFbp-2FW0giXcFhVAJbnf4IfYIEyfRamsjJj1Rr1oadGe7hkbZCnEzeg2RtVtbui6S8lh-2FNN4tFDSWqg5AaMTStwQw-2Bl7x-2FJlajW-2FgDTEiVMT-2BUTgVngw-3DsjvS_KrrSVhJBgdGmoBlePrg-2F6oNrliQYW0VNuKWqiO4SQlwvwv4EUleKJu8YYH4hio74XTxjgD7EHFOlQSsTJN1dIWnnujfHHuM44Aho9YSDEwIEgc7fnlblBygsYkAWT155X4OlVo0Yd3iopHRRCg1cipWA9XqEykPhBvj-2BPFo7yRUExlCQdgOoNYAJdmxfTZN3d8OdjxDPjXmq6vGLhYLLDDGYzCzIsknuSfBpw83L-2FifBYKuhW-2BN7RFCFJDBoEeuNlQhMg2A2MADTfM0TVxEKIE6kHNL80-2BOUt8DHb-2FlAmoGmMS2COEmSSlxKFuwNZdmloQcS0ndJ8ZS3iWi195cMELL8M-2FmQqLHByU4HQhcTJ6oQEz59fotC1p-2BdyHQ96xo5O5xgh-2Fjx-2BEwqNZhSU3lV7IqOrd3JGmNYGpButhm0b-2BQ-3D
mailto:dstaggs%40nebraskachildren.org
https://u3654913.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeaiJ5U-2FAnpVhXvhVTyw9R1JOKMKvipp1nlGraxhdecygLdtuGxgYMMkshGUcT94XIIeN2bkbNasFG7uoD8SiA-3D-3DDDPl_KrrSVhJBgdGmoBlePrg-2F6oNrliQYW0VNuKWqiO4SQlwvwv4EUleKJu8YYH4hio74XTxjgD7EHFOlQSsTJN1dIWnnujfHHuM44Aho9YSDEwIEgc7fnlblBygsYkAWT155X4OlVo0Yd3iopHRRCg1cipWA9XqEykPhBvj-2BPFo7yRUExlCQdgOoNYAJdmxfTZN3d8OdjxDPjXmq6vGLhYLLDDGYzCzIsknuSfBpw83L-2FifBYKuhW-2BN7RFCFJDBoEeuNlQhMg2A2MADTfM0TVxEKIIu0S05qlCOebRnPJA7V2zI-2FsPQ-2FbkKgQept4qoChypvoS5IuokF9WHYPRUllstB3E0BOkn-2FSNJiDZe4ZbxVwZ38CHDuQg2dRpnjesccwDusNznHOg44bXq1X0W0k8GY8VK-2Blhbp7t94OO8Fo6cY1Ts-3D
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January is National Mentoring Month, and we're celebrating the incredible impact of mentorship on
the lives of young people and communities. Join us in recognizing the power of guidance, support,
and inspiration in STEM. #MentorshipMatters

MGM's Free January Afterschool Activities
Soil Erosion

“Can Plants Stop Soil Erosion?" is an environmental engineering activity that is suitable for
intermediate level learners. The activity is expected to last for 2-4 weeks. Soil erosion caused by oil
can wash pollutants into streams and rivers, and also lead to the loss of farmland, costing the world
billions of dollars every year. But what can we do to address this problem? The answer is simple:
we can help save the world (and some money!) by planting a few. plants!" For activity details click
here!

Jumping Robot

Are you searching for a way to engage children in STEM activities? The "Build a Jumping Robot" is
an intermediate-level mechanical engineering project that lasts from 2 to 5 days. This project
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teaches children how to create a basic robot that uses the energy stored in a stretched rubber band
to jump. By utilizing the engineering design process, participants will attempt to increase the height
and distance of their robot's jump. A complete activity guide is available here!

Learning about Gravity

Gravity is a force that plays a significant role in keeping us together on Earth. To help young
learners understand how gravity works, here are ten simple activities that use math as an integrated
approach. These kid-friendly activities include fun concepts such as 'what would be my weight on
Mars?' and are designed to make learning about gravity enjoyable and engaging. Go here for a
complete list of activities.

For the full collection of January MGM resources, please join our Facebook group and
access the January post!

Our Contact Information
Nebraska Children & Families Foundation
215 Centennial Mall South
Suite 200
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-476-9401
http://www.NebraskaChildren.org
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