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Nebraska's Afterschool Programs: Galloping Forward 

"Through rain or snow, or sleet or hail, we'll carry the mail. We will not fail." 

Those famous words evoke the spirit of the historic Pony Express mail service, which had 38 
stations in Nebraska, mostly nestled along the Platte River Valley. Two of these 1860s era 
stations still stand as National Park Service monuments in Gothenburg and at Rock Creek 
Station. 

I thought about this historic motto and spirit of commitment to the nation-bridging mission the 
Pony Express conveyed in light of the temporary uncertainty that erupted last week when the 
Federal funding freeze was announced via Executive Order and then quickly, thankfully, 
rescinded. 

Nebraska's afterschool programs reflect the same can-do spirit as the Pony Express service 
and exist along a similar statewide course stretching from Omaha to Scottsbluff, albeit one 
with many more refueling stations wherever children and families seek learning experiences 
and care along the way. 

And like our forbearers, despite whatever challenges - weather-related or otherwise - that 
emerge, Nebraska's Afterschool program staff also remain committed to their important 
mission to help spread the promise of the Good Life to youth, families and communities 
across our vast state. These vital programs provide young people opportunities to learn and 
















