
Think Make Create Labs in Idaho



Challenges to STEM Education
The following reasons were the same if STEM was offered in 
afterschool programs or not:

Do not have funding for STEM curriculum

Do not have qualified staff

Do not have time for a STEM program

Do not know of an appropriate STEM curriculum

Idaho Out-of-School Network Survey, June 2018
Jocelyn Cullers, Boise State University Institute for STEM & Diversity Initiatives



Our goal is to assure equitable 
access to STEM education to 
communities across Idaho.

• Increase access to hands-on STEM 
education for rural and underserved 
youth.

• Provide professional development for 
inexperienced formal and informal 
educators.

• Engage and gain support from rural and 
underserved communities for STEM 
learning and workforce development.

Why TMC?
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PROJECT FUNDERS



TMC in Idaho
• TMC Leadership Team launched the first 16 

labs in May 2021.

• Added 9 more in 2022

• 28 TMC Labs are on the road in 2024

• Adding “unhitched sites” and near-peer-
mentor program in 2024

• More than 45,000 youth have used the labs 
so far.



TMC Lab Locations
1. UI Extension 4-H Youth 

Development
2. UI Extension in Bingham County
3. Boys & Girls Clubs of Magic Valley
4. Treasure Valley Family YMCA
5. Nampa School District
6. Boys & Girls Club of Western 

Treasure Valley
7. Childrens Museum of the Magic 

Valley
8. UI Extension in Schitsu’umsh 

Reservation
9. Boys & Girls Clubs of Lewis-Clark 

Valley
10. UI Extension in Nez Perce 

Reservation
11. Gizmo
12. UI Extension in Lemhi County
13. East Bonner County Library District

14. Gooding Public Library
15. UI Extension in Boundary County
16. UI Extension in Bear Lake County
17. Boys & Girls Club of Ada County
18. Boys & Girls Club Ada County
19. Boys & Girls Clubs of Magic Valley
20. Pinehurst After School Solutions
21. United Way of Idaho Falls and 

Bonneville County
22. Boys & Girls Club of the Shoshone-

Bannock Tribes
23. United Way of Southeastern Idaho
24. One Stone
25. Mountain View School District
26. Treasure Valley Family YMCA
27. Boys and Girls Club of Canyon 

County
28. Parma Learning Center





TMC User 
Engagement







Dimensions of Success



Idaho Content Standards in Science





1) Choose and plan your activities

2) Coordinate with lab host:

Schedule (include prep time)
Materials and restocking
Borrow materials or the Lab
Return equipment

3) Do your user report

Using a TMC Lab



















https://idahooutofschool.org/think-make-create-labs-land/

Amy Post

apost@jannus.org

(208) 789-6325

mailto:apost@jannus.org
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