
WILDLIFE 
EXPLORERS!

A HANDS-ON, EXPLORATORY 
CAREER/COMMUNITY ROLE CURRICULUM



Who We Are          Where birds thrive, people prosper.

The mission of the 
National Audubon Society is 

to protect birds and the habitats they need, 
today and tomorrow. 

Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center 
focuses on focuses on conservation 

of the tallgrass prairie ecosystem 
and the birds that rely on it.



Land Acknowledgment

We are not the first stewards. 

We acknowledge these lands were 
cared for by peoples of the Pawnee, 
Otoe-Missouria, Kansa, and more. 

Jason “the Birdnerd”

Over 20 years as an Educator
• Career in Music & Theatre

• Creator -“Let’s Go Birding Together”

 



Creating and nurturing the next 
generations of conservation 
leaders and STEM-trained 

students is an important mission 
of the National Audubon Society 

and Spring Creek Prairie 
Audubon Center.



Internships / Fellowships

Work with local universities
• Short-term opportunities

• Seasonal and/or Volunteer for   
hours and experience

Hands-on Learning

This includes 
programming for late MS 
and early HS students
• STEM activities for schools

• After School career dev.

On-the-Job Training

Entry level positions from 
educators and habitat 
managers to admin/finance
• Early career development

• Mentorship with current career 
professional

To achieve that mission of creating next generation of conservation leaders . . .



What would it be like  . . . ?
The WILDLIFE EXPLORERS program considers the driving question, 

“What is it like 
and what skills 

would I need 
to be a 

conservation 
scientist, and can 

this 
knowledge 

help me and 
my community?” 



Introduce Careers/Community Roles

Provide a possibly first exploration of 
several STEM-focused outdoor careers
• ORNITHOLOGIST
• ENTOMOLOGIST
• BOTANIST
• SOIL SCIENTIST
• AQUATIC SCIENTIST
• ZOOLOGIST

Provide Hands-On Outdoor Experience

Participate in real-world science and surveys 
using tools and techniques of the trade
• Perform avian surveys and enter data
• Implement an insect biodiversity study
• Experience the multitude of life in our soils
• Evaluate local wetlands and hydrology
• Create community projects to improve 

habitat for wildlife, plants, AND PEOPLE!

Slide Title Goes Here Center of Excellence



Let’s Look Closer at the Curriculum!



OVERVIEW

Dig Deeper into an “-ologist”

The WILDLIFE EXPLORERS curriculum is set up 
with activities separated in 5 main sections:

• What’s the Problem?

• Delve into Details

• Consider the Characters

• Ready to Research

• React to Results  

Students see themselves in STEM

Each section will have activities from lab to 
outdoors, for students to explore and 
“become” the “-ologist.”



The Sections

Each career / community role flows through the 5 sections:

1. What’s the 
Problem?

Introduce students to 
a current issue or 
problem with the 

subject, be it birds, 
plants, water, etc.



The Sections

2.  Delve into Details

Go a bit further into 
the basics of  the 

subject . . .
 

anatomy, 
adaptations, life 

cycles, etc.



The Sections

3.  Consider the 
Characters

Focus on two or three 
specific Nebraska 

important species, 
“characters” every “-
ologist” should know 

about.

Provides pride 
in sense of  place.



The Sections

4. Ready to Research

Time for the REAL 
FUN!

Students get outside 
and perform 1-3 

biological surveys to 
try and solve the 

problem, using tools 
and techniques of  the 

trade.



The Sections

5. React to Results

What did we find?

Students get a chance 
to discuss data 

recorded/entered, 
observations, and 

more.

As part of  assessment 
and if  enough data – 

students create project 
or do more research!



SUPPLIES & TOOLS
Trunks to borrow with tons 
of survey tools – from 
sweep nets and magnifiers 
to feathers, water & soil 
testing kits, specimens, 
binoculars, and more!



Thank you!
     Questions?


